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FUNERAL PLANNER
Complete and review with your chosen funeral home director for individual professional advice and assistance. Make later
changes as you wish, and preferably initial them. Give a copy to persons who will arrange your funeral.

Full Name (printed)

Birthdate

Location of Will

Executor of Will

These are my wishes for my funeral but it is not legally binding. While I ask that my wishes be
followed to the extent reasonable, I give permission to my family and the individuals making my funeral
arrangements to make changes as necessary.

Signature Date

Witness Date

My immediate relatives to be contacted include (attach additional schedule if necessary)

Name Relation Telephone
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Persons to be responsible for my funeral service (give them a copy of this document):

Obituary publication (check one)

□ No publication of obituary 

□ My obituary should be published in the following newspapers:

I would like the following funeral home used:

I would like to be (check one):

□ Embalmed and buried 

□ Cremated.   

If cremated, I wish my ashes to be:

 □ buried at the cemetery 

 □ delivered to ______________________________________________________________ 

 □ other ___________________________________________________________________ 

□ Other ________________________________________________________________________ 

I would like my day-to-day jewelry, such as wedding rings, and eye glasses to be:

□ buried with me 

□ jewelry given to ________________________________________________________________

□ eye glasses given to _____________________________________________________________

My choice of casket or urn (consider purchasing it now – your funeral home likely has a selection from
which to choose)

□ Metal 

□ Wood 

□ Other ________________________________________________________________________ 
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Vault or outer burial container (to prevent the ground caving in around the casket over time - discuss
options with your funeral director and consider pre-purchase)

□ Nothing 

□ Burial vault (vaults enclose a coffin completely)

□ Other – Discuss with your funeral director as terminology and choices vary.  Options may 
include a grave liner (grave liners typically cover only the top and sides of the casket); underground lawn crypts
(typically a pre-constructed, pre-buried vault capable of holding two or more caskets. single or double depth)

________________________________________________________________________

My wishes for visitation (remember to consider the needs of your loved ones because this is for their
comforting and help with grieving). Hours may need to be adjusted based on the advice of the funeral
director after consideration of the number of expected visitors.

□ Visitation on the day before the funeral, with hours of __________________________________ 

□ Visitation immediately before the funeral service 

□ No visitation 

During visitation, I would like to have:

□ Open casket 

□ Open casket for family only 

□ Closed casket 

□ My family make the decision 

Other visitation wishes:

Clothing

I would like to be presented wearing the following clothing (describe existing clothing to be used, or
indicate if new clothing to be purchased; indicate formal wear, such as a suit for men, or casual wear)
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My choice of funeral service (select one, with choice of open or closed casket):

□ Traditional service at a place of religious worship 

 □ with open casket 

 □ with closed casket 

□ Traditional service at the funeral home 

 □ with open casket 

 □ with closed casket 

□ Memorial service after burial 

□ No service 

□ Other __________________________________________________________________ 

Funeral service bulletins, guest book, etc.

□ Based on the advice of the funeral director and clergy 

□ Specific requests:

I would like the following person or alternate persons to lead the funeral/memorial service:

If no one is listed above or that person is not available, I would like my family to decide based on their
wishes or on the advice of the funeral director. I wish this person:

□ to be of the following religious faith ________________________________________________ 

□ religious faith does not matter with the following considerations, if any  
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Pallbearers

□ I would like the funeral home to arrange for pallbearers 

□ I would like the following people to be actual pallbearers: 

Name Alternates (in no particular order unless noted)

□ I would like the following people to be honorary pallbearers: 

Organist / Choir / Singers / Musicians

□ I would like the funeral home to arrange for music 

□ I have the following suggestions for musicians (indicate “none” if none are desired): 

Organist ______________________________________________________________________

Choir ________________________________________________________________________

Soloist or group ________________________________________________________________

Other ________________________________________________________________________
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Hymn Selections

I have the following suggestions for hymns / songs:

□ I would like the clergy to choose 

□ I would like the following hymns / songs 

Scripture Readings

□ I would like scripture readings chosen by the clergy 

□ I have the following suggestions for scripture readings: 

I have the following suggestions for scripture readers (if any):

Eulogy

□ I would like a eulogy about me and my life to be given by: 

□ Clergy or leader of the funeral service□
________________________________________________________________________

□ No eulogy 

Graveside Committal

□ Everyone welcome 

□ Family and special friends only 
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Flowers

For flowers, my favourite flowers and colours are:

In lieu of flowers, I would like donations made to the following organizations

Reception

□ No reception 

□ I would like a reception 

 □ after visiting hours 

 □ after the funeral service 

Location of reception: _________________________________________________________________

Food budget per person

□ At the discretion of my executor or family based on the advice of the funeral director 

□ Maximum of $________ per person 

Format of reception

□ Casual, with informal seating and standing room for mingling 

□ Sit-down dinner 

Caterer:

□ Chosen with the assistance of the funeral director or clergy

□ The following caterer / group, if available: 

______________________________________________________________________________

Menu for the reception:

□ Sandwiches and sweets, tea, coffee and non-alcoholic drinks 

□ Other ________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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Payments

□ I would like the people / organizations involved to be paid based on “going rates” based on the 
advice of the funeral director, or

□ I suggest payment of the following amounts: 

Clergy/Leader $_______________ Singers $_______________

Organist $_______________ Pallbearers $_______________

Church $_______________

Reception hall $_______________

Others __________________________________________________________________

Burial location (if applicable)

□ Address of existing cemetery plot (include plot number, if applicable): 

______________________________________________________________________________

Location of cemetery plot deed ____________________________________________________

□ Plot(s) to be purchased at this cemetery _____________________________________________ 

 □ Single plot (caskets are buried on top of each other (often referred to as “double depth”).  

 □ Companion plots (two plots side-by-side) 

Other instructions _____________________________________________________________________

Tombstones and grave markers (consider purchasing now)

□ Already purchased 

□ None 

□ Grave marker flush to the ground only 

□ Headstone monument only 

□ Both grave marker and headstone 

Other instructions _____________________________________________________________________

Instructions for monument engravings

□ Exclude date of birth and death 

□ Include date of birth and death 

Other engravings or instructions _________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
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In addition to my immediate relatives listed earlier, I would like the following people notified of
my death (attach additional schedule if necessary):

Name Telephone

SCHEDULE OF IMMEDIATE RELATIVES (attach additional schedule if necessary):

Name Nature of Relationship
(husband, wife, son, daughter,
brother, sister, (including in-laws),
niece, nephew, special friend, etc.)

Living
(L) or
Pre-
deceased
(D)

City, Province

Continued on next page
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Name Nature of Relationship
(husband, wife, son, daughter,
brother, sister, (including in-laws),
niece, nephew, special friend, etc.)

Living (L)
or Pre-
deceased
(D)

City, Province

Other Funeral Instructions

© Blair Corkum 2015 funeral planner 20151024.docx
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